
A Word of Welcome!   

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church Visitor’s Guide
In the name of Jesus Christ, our risen Savior, we 

to St. Paul’s and rejoice in your presence with us today

hope you find our worship a spiritually-fulfilling and inspiring experience

Please allow us to do all we can to help you feel comfortable duri

time together.   

This helpful visitor’s guide provides you some additional details about our 

worship; why we “do what we do” as Lutherans, and as the congre

St. Paul’s.  If at any time you feel you’ve lost your place or have any 

questions, please do not hesitate to ask one of our friendly members for 

assistance.  

Who We Are.  St. Paul’s is a member of 

the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

and worships with the traditional liturgical form.  Liturgy, meaning “work of 

the people,” is a celebration of our Christian heritage.  We worship with

“church on Earth and the hosts of heaven.”  We encourage you to visit 

www.ELCA.org or www.stpaulscolumbia.com for more information about 

our church history, our ongoing ministries and our plans for the future.

What We Do.  Because our worship at St. Paul’s 

liturgical form, worship services have a standard structure 

which you can follow in your bulletin Order of Service

During the course of the church year, we use one of ten musical settings of 

the Holy Communion liturgy, found in the red Evangelical Lutheran Worship 

(ELW) book in your pew rack.  Corresponding to the church “seasons” of 

Advent, Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, Easter and Pentecost, we use different 

versions of the ten settings.  In addition, we also celebrate the Service of the 

Word.  Your worship bulletin will indicate whether the worship service you 

are attending is one of “Holy Communion” or the “Service of the Word”.

Our worship services start with the Order of Confession and Forgiveness

and continue with the Gathering, Word, Meal and Sending
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detailed in your Order of Service.  There are occasional variations for special 

music or guest presentations during the course of the church year

Traditions of the Church.  We celebrate the traditions of the church, 

for through these traditions, we honor the past and inform our future.

Kneeling – During Confession and the Prayer

we kneel just as Jesus did when he prayed.  If you have any 

physical impairment which prevents you from kneeling, it is 

perfectly permissible to remain seated.  What is most 

important is that you pray with all your being.

Honoring the Cross – The Cross is our constant reminder 

that Christ died for the remission of all our sins.  When 

the Cross is carried to or from the altar, 

choose to face toward it as it approaches and turn as it 

passes.  Also, ministers, lay readers and other 

participants in worship may bow slightly as they approach 

the cross.  All of this marks our respect for Jesus’ ultimate sacrifice and 

triumph over death. 

Sharing the Peace – 

we share the Peace of God with each other as fellow 

Christians.  During this time, we greet those nearby by 

shaking their hands and 

the Lord be with you” or more simply, “God’s Peace”.

Holy Communion – We take Holy Communion at the altar rail.  

Any person who has been baptized in 

denomination is welcome to take communion.  You may 

kneel or stand at the altar rail to receiv

commune by intinction, which means you first receive the 

host with the words, “The Body of Christ, 

followed by a chalice of wine with the words, “The Blood of Christ, Shed for 

You.”  At this time, you should dip the wafer i
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We celebrate the traditions of the church, 

these traditions, we honor the past and inform our future. 

During Confession and the Prayers of Intercession, 

we kneel just as Jesus did when he prayed.  If you have any 

physical impairment which prevents you from kneeling, it is 

issible to remain seated.  What is most 

important is that you pray with all your being. 

The Cross is our constant reminder 

that Christ died for the remission of all our sins.  When 

the Cross is carried to or from the altar, some may 

face toward it as it approaches and turn as it 

passes.  Also, ministers, lay readers and other 

bow slightly as they approach 

the cross.  All of this marks our respect for Jesus’ ultimate sacrifice and 

 Following the intercessory prayers, 

we share the Peace of God with each other as fellow 

Christians.  During this time, we greet those nearby by 

shaking their hands and saying the words, “The Peace of 

with you” or more simply, “God’s Peace”. 

We take Holy Communion at the altar rail.  

Any person who has been baptized in any Christian faith or 

denomination is welcome to take communion.  You may 

kneel or stand at the altar rail to receive communion.  We 

commune by intinction, which means you first receive the 

host with the words, “The Body of Christ, given for you”, 

followed by a chalice of wine with the words, “The Blood of Christ, Shed for 

At this time, you should dip the wafer in the wine before communing. 



Children who have not taken a First Communion class may come forward 

and receive a blessing, kneeling at the altar rail with hands folded.  NOTE: If 

you can’t come to the altar because of a physical limitation, stand as you are 

able and the minister and worship assistant will be pleased to come to you 

and serve you communion where you stand.  

Tools of Worship.  Each of our pews is equipped with several 

important “tools” for your use during worship.  These include: 

• Evangelical Lutheran Worship (also referred to as “ELW”) 

• Holy Bible (New Revised Standard Version) 

• Prayer Requests (please complete and place in the offering plate) 

• Attendance Book (please complete with your contact information so 

we can thank you for visiting with us in a more personal way) 

Evangelical Lutheran Worship is our primary tool for conducting 

worship services at St. Paul’s.  It is arranged in several 

components which include Worship Services (Communion 

Settings, Service of the Word, Weddings, Funerals, Special 

Services); the Psalms; Service Music and Hymns.   

When using the ELW during worship, remember our bulletin will indicate 

“Hymn xxx” when referencing hymns or service music which are sung.  If a 

page number is referenced for any other part of the worship service, it is 

making reference to the pages in the worship section of the book. Hymn 

numbers are at the top of the page and the pages for the liturgical order are 

at the bottom. 

When we read responsively during worship, any text indicated in BOLD 

should be read aloud by all worship participants.  Text indicated in normal 

print is spoken by the pastor or other worship leader. 

A good example is the Order of Confession and Forgiveness, found on Page 

94 in the ELW.  The pastor reads, “Most Gracious God” and we as the 

congregation begin, “We confess that we are captive to sin…” 

 

We believe it is essential for Christians to read the 

Bible and encourage you to do so during the scripture 

readings and Gospel.  The Order of Service details 

which section (Old Testament or New Testament) the 

reading is found as well as the page number, chapter 

and verse to help you find the reading in your pew Bible. 

Special Services.  (Funerals, Weddings, Lenten Services) The 

Order of Service will be different but the bulletin provides an outline of 

what we do.  Please follow along and participate as indicated.  

What We Ask of You.  Many people are unaware 

that each Sunday morning as we gather in worship, we 

celebrate a festival (or little Easter) in recognition of 

Christ’s resurrection and triumph over death on the cross.  

In that spirit of celebration and renewal, we ask you to join 

us in singing psalms & hymns joyfully, praying faithfully, 

reading responsively with a loud voice and participating fully in our worship 

today.  

Our Vision.  St. Paul’s Vision states, “St. Paul’s is a welcoming place of 

fellowship, worshiping God, encouraging faith, serving our neighbor and 

sharing the good news of Jesus Christ with all people.” 

 We welcome you into our fellowship as we share the Good News of 

salvation in Jesus Christ.  If you seek more information about becoming a 

Christian, our worship services, or our church in general, please feel free to 

mention this to our greeters, ushers or our pastoral staff.  Ccontact the 

church office, Monday through Friday from 8:30am to 4:00pm by calling 

803.779.0030 for more information.    May the Peace of Christ Be with You, 

Now and Always! 


